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The Thinking Machine: How AI Is Reshaping the Future of Work – and Why That’s a Good Thing Ian Anderson, 2025

An essential, thought-provoking guide for anyone who wants to understand how AI is transforming careers, businesses, and 
society.  Written in an engaging, clear, and practical style, this book explores how AI is already changing the workplace—and 
what you can do to thrive in the years ahead. With a focus on real-world examples, future scenarios, and actionable insights, it 
helps readers cut through the hype and fear to see the full picture regarding:
 – What jobs will likely disappear—and what roles will grow or emerge
 – How freelancers, professionals, and entrepreneurs can harness AI
 – Ways AI is already improving productivity, learning, and creativity
 – The real (but manageable) risks of AI: bias, privacy, inequality
 – How to prepare for different future scenarios—from steady growth to disruption

Whether you’re a student choosing your career, a business leader navigating change, or simply someone curious about the 
future, The Thinking Machine will equip you with the knowledge and mindset needed to face the AI era with confidence.

The Thinking Machine:  Jensen Huang, Nvidia, and the World's Most Coveted Microchip Stephen Witt, Penguin, 2025

 This is the original book that inspired the documentary by the same name that is linked in this month’s edition. The Thinking 
Machine is the astonishing story of how a designer of video game equipment conquered the market for AI hardware, and in 
the process re-invented the computer as a learning machine.  

You Look Like a Thing and I Love You: How Artificial Intelligence Works and Why It’s Making the World a Weirder Place by 
Janelle Shane – A fun and accessible intro, full of quirky examples showing how AI works (and sometimes fails) in everyday 
terms. 

Artificial Intelligence For Dummies: A highly accessible introduction for absolute beginners. Good for demystifying AI, 
understanding what it is (and isn’t) and how it’s used in everyday life.

Artificial Intelligence Basics: A Non-Technical Introduction: Also aimed at non-technical readers, covers how AI works at a 
conceptual level and its applications across industries. 

Essentials of AI for Beginners: Unlock the Power of Machine Learning, Generative AI…: A practical guide for beginners to gain 
understanding of ML & generative AI and how to apply or at least engage with it in career/personal context.

 

LEARNING and Certification Links* 
*While CharacterTowns.Org does not endorse any online learning platforms, we share the following links as examples of on-
line education and certification programs. 

For Profit Online Learning – 
https://www.udemy.com/topic/chatgpt/ ; FORBES Advisor AI Certification Programs ; Coursera AI Learning ; LinkedIn Learning

University and Higher Education – 
University of Florida AI Fundamentals ; UCF Artificial Intelligence ; Valencia College ; National Applied AI Consortium

chatgpt://product-detail/?product-number=1
https://www.udemy.com/topic/chatgpt/
https://www.udemy.com/topic/chatgpt/
https://www.forbes.com/advisor/l/best-ai-bootcamps/?check=b&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=22411401117&accountid=9053159923&utm_content=&utm_term=&network=x&device=c&placement=&location_physical=9011782&device_model=&creative=&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22411402314&gbraid=0AAAAAqav2_AJ3oL4kBlNpxHy2u9GumMNT&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIvqaBufvvkQMVQKtaBR3A7DHqEAAYAiAAEgKyjfD_BwE
https://www.coursera.org/courses?query=artificial%20intelligence
https://learning.linkedin.com/resources/upskilling-and-reskilling/ai-skill-pathways-library?selectedFilter=all-framework
https://ai.ufl.edu/for-our-students/ai-majors-minors--certificates/ai-fundamentals/
https://ai.ufl.edu/for-our-students/ai-majors-minors--certificates/ai-fundamentals/
https://www.ucf.edu/artificial-intelligence/
https://valenciacollege.edu/employees/artificial-intelligence-in-higher-education/learning-opportunities.php
https://www.naaic.ai/
https://www.amazon.com/You-Look-Like-Thing-Love/dp/0316525243
https://www.amazon.com/Artificial-Intelligence-Basics-Non-Technical-Introduction/dp/1484250273
https://www.amazon.com/Essentials-of-AI-for-Beginners/dp/B0DVDCP629/ref=sr_1_1?crid=AWXL56DAJ3UB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yooUBzzJdlUBsQusypTu8DBEOFLW7B_D-Mgr62DtADNU9vGpzdW-Bn8LvmLREgTFI_uk9TyuCUyCKY2PZ2xGxg.YshC4DjYi9QJ9knfl3V6rtgD0pb0m66VINYwQfusVCI&dib_tag=se&keywords=Essentials+of+AI+for+Beginners%3A+Unlock+the+Power+of+Machine+Learning%2C+Generative+AI%E2%80%A6%3A&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1768856586&s=books&sprefix=essentials+of+ai+for+beginners+unlock+the+power+of+machine+learning%2C+generative+ai+%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Machine-Jensen-Coveted-Microchip/dp/0593832698
https://www.amazon.com/Thinking-Machine-Reshaping-Future-Thats/dp/B0F8C5SGB5/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2AB22ZRCUVT1&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Vk2lbo5rTHV8o-QoGiUGFw.JzMqkuivs2M_Pn0LQ7t9BM3sBU6tqcragwAkp0lryEg&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+thinking+machine+by+ian+anderson&qid=1768856795&s=audible&sprefix=the+thinking+machine+by+ian+anderson%2Caudible%2C109&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Artificial-Intelligence-Dummies-Computer-Tech/dp/1394270712/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1USP62ACR3JSP&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.i6AI-D2dy962tMvEoI6EMvjVPl1Qw-7Dr5Of2nMS6vmlqv-EFxrqVDfW5eXu7lL9m_qsHRPuEbWJuxu_LIXzsod26c5w5NT8lE6S7_XFZCGg3bn0sT7gWsxZ9gyl4B1OVT3CZ_mjNVjsuIRfcZxvHduDv9XyUZPvMkJpvAFZDrDxkyy55pscMFzaDfHVWK2DoNDTjGQGejSvOAR2GfW3CbcEHL4xA2F3W_lLRhW4Sy8rsMZM_7eom7sjzTpR_n5y070GiEx_zocmr8uKMazo-lid4wAKdPfmTeRLma9o8pI.JDtr9CoFdMVTLI3bAbrVoqBM0zoXO81wgiHhUpdLWes&dib_tag=se&keywords=artificial+intelligence+for+dummies&qid=1768857781&s=books&sprefix=artificial+intelligence+for+dummies%2Cstripbooks%2C81&sr=1-1



