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A Generosity of Spirit: The Early History of the 

Research Triangle Park.  
Albert N. Link, Research Triangle Foundation; First Edition, 1995. 

 
CharacterTowns.org usually has no trouble finding 

insightful summaries and reviews of important books; 

however, in the case of A Generosity of Spirit, an 

unusual source has been used – JSTOR. A great source 

of important works offered for sale. The first page of their 

on-line synopsis is presented on the following page. 

 

The dearth of information about this book and about the 

origin story of The Research Triangle is a loss to 

everyone interested in how to start the creation of a 

great institution. The JSTOR  excerpt below recounts the 

beginning of the story, better to buy the book and read 

the 149 pages from the actual instigators. A great story 

and inspiration for anyone trying to create something 

important from humble beginnings. 

 

 

A Review Posted on 

Amazon. “You've just got to 

know your history. Anyone 

who has ever dreamed big 

needs to understand that 

"accomplishing the impossible 

will take a while." This is an 

excellent story of collaboration 

in the backwoods of sleepy North Carolina in the 1950s. It gives me great hope if a bunch of 

grandpas can come up with a forward-thinking strategy like RTP, then there is hope for all kinds 

of places off the beaten path.” 
 

The Following From…  

 

Mission of the RTP… 
Our core mission since the founding of RTP in 1959: 

• Facilitate collaboration between the Triangle universities. 

• Promote cooperation between universities and industry. 

• Create an economic impact for residents of North Carolina. 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Albert-N-Link/e/B000APJJW0/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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