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Infrastructure Can Be Beautiful. 
 A Photo Essay of Gas Stations on Highways 
RESPECT. 
There was a day when design was respected, 

even for gas stations along the nation’s 
highways. Pure Oil Company led the way with 

“cottage” designs as depicted herein. 
 

The surviving gas station buildings, now 

adapted for a variety of other uses, serve as 

witness to the durability of good design.    

Preserved and displayed by the current owner. 

Pure Oil Gas Station is a historic service 

station located at Saratoga Springs in Saratoga 

County, New York. It was built in 1933 by 

the Pure Oil Co. in the English Cottage style. It 

was moved to its present location on Spring 

Street in 1978 after having been located at 

522 Broadway.  

 

It is a one-story, brick building in three 

sections, measuring 34 feet by 27 feet. It 

consists of the main block housing the office 

with a rear wing and one stall garage. It 

features a steeply pitched roof of durable 

tile.[2] It was listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1978.[1] The building has now 

been adapted for reuse as a restaurant. 

 

Former Pure Oil Gas Station, now repurposed 

as a restaurant, Saratoga Springs, NY 

Link: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil_G

as_Station 

 

 

A very chic jewelry store, Montgomery OH…a survivor. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filling_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Filling_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saratoga_Springs,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saratoga_County,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saratoga_County,_New_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Cottage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil_Gas_Station#cite_note-nrhpinv_ny-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil_Gas_Station#cite_note-nris-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil_Gas_Station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pure_Oil_Gas_Station


CharacterTowns.org 

wck | planning 

 

2 

 

Daytona Beach, FL, a survivor into the 21st century. 

 

Paris, KY, a 21st century survivor. 

Gas stations are infrastructure, as we have 

recently come to appreciate; they can be – 

used to be – beautiful. Hopefully “charging 
stations” will become an art form. 


