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Press Release 20 March 2023
Urgent climate action can secure a liveable future for all

INTERLAKEN, Switzerland, March 20, 2023 -- There are multiple, feasible and effective options to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to human-caused climate change, and they are available now, said
scientists in the latest Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report released today.

“Mainstreaming effective and equitable climate action will not only reduce losses and damages for
nature and people, it will also provide wider benefits,” said IPCC Chair Hoesung Lee. “This Synthesis
Report underscores the urgency of taking more ambitious action and shows that, if we act now, we can
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still secure a liveable sustainable future for al

In 2018, IPCC highlighted the unprecedented scale of the challenge required to keep warming to 1.5°C.
Five years later, that challenge has become even greater due to a continued increase in greenhouse gas
emissions. The pace and scale of what has been done so far, and current plans, are insufficient to tackle
climate change. More than a century of burning fossil fuels as well as unequal and unsustainable energy
and land use has led to global warming of 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels. This has resulted in more
frequent and more intense extreme weather events that have caused increasingly dangerous impacts on
nature and people in every region of the world.

Every increment of warming results in rapidly escalating hazards. More intense heatwaves, heavier
rainfall and other weather extremes further increase risks for human health and ecosystems. In every
region, people are dying from extreme heat. Climate-driven food and water insecurity is expected to
increase with increased warming. When the risks combine with other adverse events, such as pandemics
or conflicts, they become even more difficult to manage.

Read the full Press Release, The Summary for Policymakers and the Longer Report at:
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/resources/press
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