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From…The New York Times 

Nearly Every Country Signs On to a 
Sweeping Deal to Protect Nature 

LINK: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/19/climate/biodiversity-cop15-montreal-30x30.html 

From NYT…Roughly 190 nations, aiming to halt a dangerous decline in biodiversity, 
agreed to preserve 30 percent of the planet’s land and seas. The United States is not 
officially a participant. 

MONTREAL, Quebec — Roughly 190 
countries early on Monday approved 
a sweeping United Nations 
agreement to protect 30 percent of 
the planet’s land and oceans by 2030 
and to take a slew of other measures 
against biodiversity loss, a mounting 
under-the-radar crisis that, if left 
unchecked, jeopardizes the planet’s 
food and water supplies as well as 
the existence of untold species 
around the world. 

The agreement comes as biodiversity 
is declining worldwide at rates never seen before in human history. Researchers have 
projected that a million plants and animals are at risk of extinction, many within 
decades. The last extinction event of that magnitude was the one that killed off the 
dinosaurs 65 million years ago. 

While many scientists and activists had pushed for even stronger measures, the deal, 
which includes verification mechanisms that previous agreements had lacked, clearly 
signals increasing momentum around the issue. 

“This is a huge moment for nature,” Brian O’Donnell, director of the Campaign for 
Nature, a coalition of groups pushing for protections, said about the agreement. “This is 
a scale of conservation that we haven’t seen ever attempted before.” 
 

Read more at LINK: https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/19/climate/biodiversity-cop15-montreal-

30x30.html 
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