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IN DEFENSE OF HOUSING

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES ARE THE BACKBONE OF
AMERICAN ASPIRATIONS — SO WHY DO SO MANY
PEOPLE OPPOSE THEM?
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July 16, 2019
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A critical component in the rise of market-oriented democracy in the modern era has
been the dispersion of property ownership among middle-income households—not
just in the United States but also in countries like Holland, Canada, and Australia,
where it was closely linked with greater civil and economic freedom. In its early days,
this dispersion was largely rural, but after the Second World War, it took on a largely
suburban emphasis in the U.S., including within the extended metro regions of
traditional cities like New York and Los Angeles. American homeownership soared
between 1940 and 1962, from 44 percent to 63 percent.

Today, the aspiration of regular people to own homes—arguably one of the greatest
achievements of postwar democracy—is fading. But the dilution of this key aspect of
the American dream is not the result of market conditions or changing preferences,
but rather the concerted effort of planners and pundits. California offers the most
striking example. Housing affordability was once a hallmark of life in the Golden
State, but over the past three decades, and particularly since the imposition of
draconian climate policies, stringent land-use regulations have driven up land prices
so much that middle-income, single-family housing is now virtually impossible to
build, helping make prices of existing homes prohibitive. Median house prices in the
state’s coastal metropolitan areas (Los Angeles, San Francisco, San Diego, and San
Jose)...

Read the entire article at: https://www.city-journal.org/single-family-housing-opposition
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